The Advent Adventure
Eastside Madison Conference Churches, ELCA
December 6, 2020 – January 6, 2021

Seven churches on the Eastside of Madison want to welcome you and
your family to go on an adventure in this Advent and Christmas season!
Come experience the story of waiting, hope, expectation, and ultimately,
God’s presence in the birth of Jesus Christ!
We pray that this blesses you in this season and beyond.

Take a driving tour to see the lights and hear the music of Christmas!
At each stop, you’ll hear a familiar carol, a reading from the Bible, and join in prayer for the
world (more detail on the next page). The tour is self-guided and at your own pace, so you can
do this in one night or make it last the whole season! We are suggesting the order below as it
is in the narrative of Scripture, but do this in any order that is easiest for you. Enjoy!

A. McFarland Lutheran Church
Luke 1:26-28
#296 What Child is This
Prayer for Pandemic
B. Hope Lutheran
Matthew 1:18-25
#257 O Come, O Come
Emmanuel
Prayer for Healing
C. New Life
Luke 2:1-14
#281 Silent Night, Holy Night
Prayer for Peace
D. Messiah
Psalm 96:10-13

#267 Joy to the World
Prayer for Creation
E. Trinity
Luke 2:15-20
#290 Go Tell It on the
Mountain
Prayer for Church and Mission
F. St. Mark’s
Matthew 2:1-12
#300 The First Noel
Prayer for Lonely and Isolated
G. St. Stephen’s
John 1:10-18
#283 O Come, All Ye Faithful
Prayer for Holiday Celebrations

As you arrive at each church, please locate the light display and then log in to this
YouTube link: https://bit.ly/eastsideadventadventure
There is also a call-in option for this same audio. Simply dial 844-552-3908 (toll free),
and after the initial greeting, press 2 for the menu of stops.
All Scripture references below are from the NRSV.
A. McFarland Lutheran Church
5529 Marsh Rd. McFarland, WI 53558
Luke 1:26-28
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”

#296 What Child is This
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through,

A Prayer for Pandemic

the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh,
the babe, the son of Mary!
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
the virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

B. Hope Lutheran Church
3702 County Hwy. AB McFarland, WI 53558
Tune your radio to 89.3FM to enjoy the lightshow
timed to Christmas music
Matthew 1:18-25
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

#257 O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

from depths of hell your people save
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain
Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by your advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times once gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain

Oh, come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan’s tyranny;

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John
M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

A Prayer for Healing

C. New Life Church
7564 Cottage Grove Rd. Madison, WI 53718
Luke 2:1-14
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus
that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

#281 Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!

A Prayer for Peace

Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

D. Messiah Lutheran Church
5202 Cottage Grove Rd. Madison, WI 53716
Psalm 96:10-13
Say among the nations, “The Lord is king! The world is
firmly established; it shall never be moved. He will judge the
peoples with equity.” 11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all
that fills it; 12 let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for
joy 13 before the Lord; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world
with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.
10

#267 Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

A Prayer for Creation

E. Trinity Lutheran Church
1904 Winnebago St. Madison, WI 53704
Luke 2:15-20
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

#290 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain:
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain
Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W.
Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt

A Prayer for Church and Mission

F. St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
605 Spruce St. Madison, WI 53715
(Display will be on the Hickory St. side of the building)
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has
been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

#300 The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say was to certain
poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.

Refrain

This star drew near to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain

And by the light of that same star

Refrain

Then entered in those wise men three,
full rev'rently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.

Refrain

Text: English traditional

A Prayer for Lonely and Isolated

G. St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Monona, WI 53716
John 1:10-18
10

He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was
his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

#283 O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the king of angels:

Refrain:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
in the highest: Refrain
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick
Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2

A Prayer for Holiday Celebrations

Our prayer is that this Advent Adventure has blessed you and your family in this holy
season. As we await the birth of Christ and then as we celebrate his coming into this
world, we hope that his coming brings peace, joy, and love into your lives and hearts.
And may the Light of Christ shine in you richly!

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:15-16
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